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of Lebanon to its old frontiers or even the almost complete
abolition of its autonomy now desire to preserve the enlarged
Lebanon at least as a temporary expedient: Greater Lebanon
with its large (and increasing) Moslem population is much less
whole-heartedly separatist than a smaller mainly Maronite
Lebanon would be, and in addition it provides the possibility for
the development of a non-sectarian Arab nationalism. For the
same reasons, many Lebanese nationalists now desire to return
to the smaller Lebanon, with its large Christian majority.

All these problems were involved in the Franco-Lebanese
crisis of November 1943. As a result of that crisis Lebanon
secured a greater degree of self-government. A further step was
taken in 1944, when representatives of the Lebanese Government
participated in the conference of Alexandria which laid the
foundations of the League of Arab States. The Protocol issued
at the end of the conference in October contained a special
appendix guaranteeing the independence of Lebanon within*its
present frontiers on condition that the Lebanese Government
pursued the policy of independence which had been adopted in
1943. In 1945-6 agreement was finally reached on the with-
drawal of British and French troops from Lebanon whose inde-
pendence thus became virtually complete. The deeper problems,
however, of the structure of Lebanon and its relation to the
outside world still remain*